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this universal expression of sorrow. The government of 
Harvard College and a great number of societies held special 
meetings, and adopted resolutions to attend his funeral. The 
Rev. Dr. Lothrop, his pastor, in a funeral discourse, did jus- 
tice to his religious character. He says, " The benevolence 
of Mr. Lawrence, and all the virtues of his life, had their 
strong foundation and constant nourishment in religious faith. 
He believed in his heart on the Lord Jesus Christ, and re- 
ceived him as the promised Messiah, and Saviour of the world. 
He was truly catholic in his feelings, loving all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth ; and extended the 
helping hand of his charities to the enterprises of various 
Christian denominations." 

Mr. Lawrence's connection with our own Society was brief, 
his election having taken place in December, 1853 ; but he 
entered deeply into the spirit of our pursuits, and contem- 
plated making some valuable contributions to our archives. 
His name will be always cherished as one of the most distin- 
guished upon our rolls. 



SPECIAL MEETING, April 3. 

A special meeting of the Society, called by the Stand- 
ing Committee, was held at the house of the President, 
in Pemberton Square, Boston, on Thursday evening, 
April 3, at seven and a half o'clock, when, on account 
of the occurrence of the Annual Fast on the regular day 
for the stated meeting, — 

On motion of Mr. Savage, it was Voted, That the 
Standing Committee be directed to appoint the time and 
place for holding the annual meeting ; and that the Re- 
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cording Secretarj', in issuing the notices for the meeting, 
state the reason for the change in time, and also the 
change in place, should the meeting be called at any- 
other place than the Society's rooms. 

Voted, That the Standing Committee be authorized to 
consider and propose any alterations in the By-laws, 
to be submitted by them at a future meeting. 

The President, from the Committee of Ten, reported 
sundry doings of the Committee, together with the pro- 
posed alteration of the stairs in the first story, according 
to Mr. Snell's plan, to be made at the charges of the 
Sufiblk Savings Bank for Seamen and others. As this 
alteration involves the necessity of alterations in the 
second flight of stairs, with some further changes, at an 
expense of one hundred and fifty dollars, according to 
Mr. Snell's plan, it was further — Voted, That the same 
Committee be authorized to have this work done. 

Voted, That the Committee be empowered to make 
such alterations and improvements in the rooms of the 
Society — including lighting, heating, &c., together 
with providing a safe — as in their judgment may be 
best, and with due regard to economy. 

Voted, That the Standing Committee be authorized to 
reprint vol. viii. of the First Series of the Collections, 
whenever they shall deem it expedient, having due 
regard to the financial condition of the Society. 

Voted, That the Standing Committee take into their 
consideration the subject of obtaining an insurance of 
the books and other treasures of the Society, with full 
power to take all such measures in the premises as they 
may deem best for the interests of the Society. 
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Mr. Sabine offered to the Society sundry interesting 
and valuable papers connected with the 'war with 
Tripoli in 1803, including letters from Commodores 
Preble, Bainbridge, and other officers of the squadron. 
The Society gratefully accepted Mr. Sabine's liberal 
offer. 

The following preamble and vote were unanimously 
passed : — 

Whereas, the Hon. Jonathan Phillips and Hon. Wil- 
liam Appleton have been liberal benefactors to the 
Society, in aiding the Society in their recent purchase 
of the real estate occupied by them, — 

Voted, That the Society will present to each of those 
gentlemen, in grateful acknowledgment of their libera- 
lity, a copy of every printed volume of the Collections, 
as the same shall be published. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April 24, 1856. 

Pursuant to the vote passed at the special meeting of 
the Society, held on the third instant, the Standing 
Committee appointed April 24, at noon, at the Society's 
rooms in Tremont Street, Boston, as the time and 
place for the annual meeting. Notices were issued, 
and the meeting held accordingly ; the President, Hon. 
Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Regents 
of the University of the State of New York ; the Prison- 



